LETTERS TO HIS CHILDREN

From the top to the bottom these men are so
hardy, so efficient, so energetic, that it is a real
pleasure to look at them. Stevens, the head en-
gineer, is a big fellow, a man of daring and good
sense, and burly power. All of these men are
quite as formidable, and would, if it were neces-
sary, do quite as much in battle as the crews of
Drake and Morgan; but as it is, they are doing
a work of infinitely more lasting consequence.
Nothing whatever remains to show what Drake
and Morgan did. They produced no real effect
down here, but Stevens and his men are changing
the face of the continent, are doing the greatest
engineering feat of the ages, and the effect of
their work will be felt while our civilization lasts.
I went over everything that I could possibly go
over in the time at my disposal. I examined
the quarters of married and single men, white
men and negroes. I went over the ground of
the Gatun and La Boca dams; went through
Panama and Colon, and spent a day in the Culebra
cut, where the great work is being done. There
the huge steam-shovels are hard at it; scooping
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